
   

FY 2012-2013:  

A year of new beginnings;  a Peace Corps 

inspired; a population relieved of the 

burdens from malaria 
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Citizens gathered last February in Nyagatare District to learn more about net use, care and repair during 
Rwanda’s National Net Distribution Campaign. Twelve volunteers from six districts partnered with the 
Ministry of Health to distribute over 5,700  nets. 
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The importance of net use was reiterated throughout Nyagatare District as volunteers John and Beth Braaksma trained more than 90 
local health workers in malaria prevention and community mobilization. Over 1,200 people were reached with community outreach 
events in 19 different villages. 
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FY12-13 marked the beginning of a new era in Peace Corps Rwanda’s malaria prevention and control efforts. 

For the first time since the post’s re-opening in 2008, volunteers at large were engaged, inspired and empow-

ered to make meaningful and measurable strides towards elimination. With help from the Ministry of Health, 

the President’s Malaria Initiative, Rwanda Family Health Project and Stomping Out Malaria in Africa, volun-

teers successfully mobilized their peers, communities and counterparts to work towards eliminating malaria 

sickness and death from their communities. 

 

Increased access to international conferences and training and strengthened priority setting and relationship 

building paved the way for the formation of the STOMP Rwanda Team. Coming together for the first time in 

May of 2013, 12 of Rwanda’s Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) refocused their work in order to inspire others 

to do more with malaria. These PCVs concentrated their energies on volunteer mobilization through team   

development, improved PCV training and better knowledge and resource sharing.  

 

They envisioned a Rwanda free from the burdens of malaria, a place where all members of the Peace 

Corps Rwanda community—staff, institutional partners, volunteers and local counterparts—felt em-

powered and capable to make a meaningful and measurable impact in the fight against the disease.  
With the sort of hard work and tenacity that only members of the Peace Corps family can fully understand, the 

STOMP Rwanda Team made this vision a reality. FY12-13 was undoubtedly a success. There was a dramatic 

increase in reported volunteer malaria prevention and control work, and membership on the STOMP Rwanda 

Team nearly doubled. Today, large scale malaria prevention events are being planned in all of Peace Corps 

Rwanda’s volunteer regions.  

 

This would not be possible without your ongoing support and encouragement. On behalf of the entire          

volunteer community and all the Rwandans we serve, thank you! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Beth Braaksma, National Coordinator, Rwanda  Jacqui Stewart Bah, National Coordinator, Rwanda 

Stomping Out Malaria in Africa     Stomping Out Malaria in Africa  

December 2013      December 2013    

Health Volunteer Ian Allen works with a nurse at Rusomo Health Center to teach a malaria prevention lesson to patients 
waiting for treatment. Allen paired up with fellow Health Volunteer Miranda Hyslop-Garza for this activity as part of 
Peace Corps Rwanda’s first World Malaria Month Competition.  
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The global malaria epidemic is often said to be one of the world’s most preventable public health challenges. 

The solutions are seemingly simple and cost effective, and unlike many other diseases that plague the        

developing world, treatment and care for malaria is readily available even in the most remote corners of the 

globe. However, the global malaria burden remains, impacting society’s most vulnerable. The World Health 

Organization reports that in 2010, 216 million people were infected with malaria--655,000 of them dying 

from the disease.  The malaria situation in Rwanda is precarious at best. While incredible strides have been 

made by the Ministry of Health and its coordinating partners, sustainability remains a huge battle. Among 

other proven malaria interventions, increased behavior change communication and health worker capacity 

building is necessary.   

 

With some 3,000 volunteers in sub-Saharan Africa, the United States Peace Corps is in a unique position to 

assist in the global fight against malaria. Volunteers can play a critical role in mobilizing the global citizenry 

at the grassroots level to accept and utilize proven malaria prevention and control interventions. On April 25, 

2011 Peace Corps launched its Stomping Out Malaria in Africa initiative at a World Malaria Day event in 

Washington, D.C. Through strategic partnerships, targeted volunteer training and mobilization,  intelligent 

use of information technology and radically efficient use of seed funding, Peace Corps intends to make an 

immediate and measureable impact in the fight against the disease. 

 

Peace Corps Rwanda’s involvement in the Stomping Out Malaria in Africa initiative began that same year 

when country staff sent its first volunteer to Boot Camp Training. Since then seven additional volunteers and 

two staff members have been inducted into the international Malaria Team. Inspired by the movement, the 

STOMP Rwanda Program was formed in May to lessen the burden of malaria in Rwanda. Composed of two 

National Coordinators and 16-20 Regional Malaria Volunteers (RMVs)—the STOMP Rwanda Team 

encourages malaria prevention and control by providing direct support and encouragement to PCVs in 

the field.  

 

Over the next three years the STOMP Rwanda Team intends to improve and expand volunteer     

training, better share and manage resources, and develop and maintain a robust and functional         

network of volunteers in order to dramatically increase the number of PCVs participating in malaria 

prevention and control. To achieve this undertaking, the entire PC community—staff, institutional 

partners, volunteers and counterparts—must remain engaged and involved. 

 

National Coordinator Virginia Burger teaches a malaria prevention lesson at a Boy’s Excelling Youth Leadership Camp. Malaria   
education was present at four Peace Corps sponsored camps in FY12-13, reaching some 280 local students and teachers. 



5  

M
A

JO
R

 A
C

C
O

M
P

L
IS

H
M

E
N

T
S

 

Ten Malaria Kits, trunks filled with malaria-related 

educational tools and supplies were put into the 

field this May. Each kit included a demonstration 

net, care and repair materials and translated malaria 

prevention teaching cards. In order to better en-

courage PCV participation in malaria prevention, 

Team members also created a Malaria in Rwanda 

Technical Manuel, a National Net Distribution   

Support Packet, a Malaria at GLOW/BE Planning 

Guide, and a Malaria Kinyarwanda Dictionary. 

Plans were made to strengthen online resource 

sharing and better document best practices online. 

Fourteen Rwanda blog posts were published on the 

Stomping Out Malaria in Africa website, featuring 

8 PCV authors. 

In March of 2013, National Coordinators travelled 

to all six of Peace Corps Rwanda’s volunteer   

regions in order to drum up support for malaria 

work. The result was the 12-member STOMP 

Rwanda Team. By May team members had      

collectively developed the STOMP Rwanda Pro-

gram, prioritizing volunteer training, knowledge 

and resource sharing and team development. By 

the end of FY12-13, membership had expanded 

by 42%, with 17 active STOMP Rwanda          

volunteers representing all of Peace Corp 

Rwanda’s training classes, sectors and regions. 

Valuing collaboration, inclusiveness and         

leadership, members hope to see even more     

expansion in FY13-14.  

National Coordinators and STOMP Rwanda Team 

members prioritized volunteer training as a crucial 

step in increasing the number of PCVs                 

participating in malaria prevention and control 

work. In FY12-13, 14-hours of formal training was 

delivered to 100+ PCVs and trainees, including a 

seven-hour Pre-Service Training session in August 

for new health volunteers. All training focused on 

practical skill development and field application. 

Team members also hosted the first Regional 

Malaria Volunteer Training in May. This 3-day 

seminar involving 11 PCVs focused on 

STOMP Rwanda Team development and    

volunteer mobilization. Peace Corps Rwanda 

sent five PCVs and two staff  members to the 

Stomping Out Malaria in Africa Boot Camp 

last year, a 250% increase in country           

participation as compared to the year prior. 

STOMP Rwanda Team Development 

Improved Volunteer Training 

Resource Development & Sharing 

A group of new Education Volunteers teams up with local 
schools to host a 2-day healthy living conference and 5k Race. 

A Nyagatare-based  Community Health Worker takes advantage 
of the malaria prevention teaching pictures found in the Malaria 
Kits. 

National Coordinator Arielle Mancuso speaks to volunteers about 
the value of STOMP Rwanda. 
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Health Volunteer Beth Braaksma poses for a photo with Community Health Workers at a Peace Corps sponsored training in Nyagatare 
this July. Participants  played a game that is only won when everyone—the entire community—makes their way under a mosquito net. 

PCVs in Rwanda spent countless hours improving the health and household resiliency of Rwandan communities in 

FY12-13. Forty-four volunteers, 39% of the entire volunteer community, worked as primary actors in malaria    

prevention and control. These volunteers taught malaria prevention lessons at schools, health centers and village 

meetings; increased the capacity of their professional counterparts in Rwanda’s health and education sectors; and 

supported Ministry of Health initiatives for Community Case Management, Integrated Management of Childhood 

Illness, net procurement and distribution, and Indoor Residual Spraying.   

 

An additional 19 PCVs supported this work by sending students or teachers to events, or assisting in project plan-

ning and implementation.  In total 56% of Peace Corps Rwanda’s volunteer community did more with malaria this 

year reaching over 15,000 people.  The formation of the STOMP Rwanda Team institutionalized malaria          

prevention and control at Peace Corps Rwanda,  successfully branding it as a fun, meaningful and needed PCV 

activity, ensuring its place in the program for years to come. 

 

At a Glance! 

49% of  Education Volunteers Engaged 

68% of Health Volunteers Engaged 

94 Partner Organizations 

17 Malaria-Related Projects 

65 Malaria-Related Activities 

800+ Service Providers Reached 

 14,500+ Other Individuals  Reached 

Graph 1: PCV Volunteers Engaged in Malaria 
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Graph 2: Types of Malaria Activities and Projects With more PCVs and staff from Peace Corps   

Rwanda attending the Stomping Out Malaria in   

Africa Boot Camp, and the establishment of the 

STOMP Rwanda Team, FY12-13 saw significant 

growth in the number of PCVs involved in malaria 

work. It was the first time PCVs in Rwanda           

supported a Ministry of Health National Net         

Distribution Campaign; hosted a National World 

Malaria Month Competition; trained Regional      

Malaria Volunteers; and executed large scale          

individual malaria prevention projects. Engaging 

new volunteers proved to be an effective               

mobilization technique. Eighty-two percent of      

primary actors in malaria prevention and control 

were health or education volunteers in their first year 

of service.  

 

Work focused on BCC/IEC messaging in the com-

munity. Lessons for student and adult learners were 

included in 61% of all PCV malaria-related projects 

or activities. Ongoing professional development and 

capacity building in the health and education sectors 

was a major component in this sort of work, included 

33% of the time.  PCVs and their counterparts took 

advantage of biology and English lessons, after 

school clubs, community groups, and health center 

waiting rooms and services in order to inspire the 

citizenry to protect themselves against malaria.    

Malaria No More’s NightWatch program and    

Grassroot Soccer’s Skillz malaria curriculum both 

proved effective resources for PCV use. Nearly 

3,000 students were taught about malaria in      

Rwandan schools. 

 

PCV-led malaria prevention activities happened in 

every volunteer region, with the majority of work 

occurring in Peace Corp Rwanda’s most populated 

volunteer center—the Eastern Rwamagana Region. 

Eastern Rwamagana achieved 85% regional partici-

pation. PCVs there incorporated malaria into existing 

regional projects such as youth development camps 

and were able to mobilize more volunteer support.  

 

 

Graph 4: Malaria Projects and Activities by Region  
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Graph 3: Malaria Work Over Time FY12-13 

Graph 5: Regional Participation in Malaria Work  
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 Health Worker Capacity Building 

 

Implementing Peace Corps Rwanda’s first major malaria 

prevention and control project, John and Beth Braaksma 

reached 1,200 citizens by making learning about malaria 

fun. Focusing on behavior change communication,     

community mobilization and interactive learning, the two 

worked with Nyakigando Health Center staff  to develop, 

translate and facilitate five, two-day,10-hour malaria    

prevention trainings for local health workers and        

community leaders. Equipped with new skills, tools and 

knowledge, training participants then planned and       

executed their own community mobilization events. Over 

1,200 people were reached in 19 different villages. “I 

learned about the ways to prevent malaria, to use a net 

properly, and to educate all citizens so they can help us 

eliminate malaria throughout the whole of Rwanda,” said 

local nurse and training facilitator Justine Niwemugore.  

 

World Malaria Month Madness 

 

Harnessing the global momentum of World Malaria Day 

and inspired by volunteers throughout Africa, Peace 

Corps Rwanda hosted its first World Malaria Month 

Competition in 2013. Throughout the months of April and 

May, 38 PCVs scrambled to organize 46 malaria-related 

projects, activities and blogs. Rwanda’s Rwamagana 

Eastern Region came out on top. Health Volunteers Justin 

McDonald and Dametreea Carr paved the way, working 

together to host a Malaria Day & Parade at G.S. Kibondo 

and a Malaria Carnival at Jarama Health Center. Some 

1,600 students from 4 different schools participated. 

“Students jumped up and down as we made our way 

down the road,” explained Carr. “We were waving our 

banners and anti-malaria pledge cloths in an attempt to 

have everyone in the village look our way.”  

 

Healthy Living  

 

Fall was the perfect time for Education Volunteer Sarah 

Olson to host Ubuzima Bwiza, a two-day healthy living 

conference and 5K run for secondary students living in 

northern Rwanda.  Seven schools participated, sending 

over two-dozen students and educators to the town of 

Musanze to learn about HIV/AIDS and malaria           

prevention, good nutrition and the value of exercise. The 

Rwanda Youth Solution Organization co-sponsored the 

conference, sending a local doctor as a guest speaker. 

Gasore Hategeka, a cyclist from Team Rwanda, also 

came to inspire participants. “I learned many things 

which are very important and useful in my life,” said 

Dieudonne Dusabimana, a student of PCV 

Josh Spainhower at E.S. Mulindi.“I learned 

what is malaria, its symptoms, and how to 

prevent it by using mosquito nets, insecticide 

and pharmaceutical drugs.”  

 

 

 

Health Volunteer Beth Braaksma and a local Community Health Worker 
teach one of many malaria prevention lessons delivered in Rwanda’s 
endemic Nyagatare District. Reiterating the importance of early treat-
ment and care, organizers saw a 58% increase in malaria testing during 
the 3-month project period, as compared to the year prior. 

Health PCV Justin McDonald marches with students from G.S. Kibondo 
to end malaria sickness and death from their community. The event 
was a highlight of Peace Corps Rwanda’s first World Malaria Month 
Competition. 

Education Volunteer Morgan Reisch warms up with Rwandan        
secondary students as they prepare for the Ubuzima Bwiza 5K Run. 
The event, planned by Education Volunteer Sarah Olson, was the cap-
stone of a 2-day healthy living conference in Musanze.  
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Health Volunteer Donovan Wright  poses with a group of campers at 
the 2013 Eastern Region Camp GLOW. In addition to distributing nearly 
100 nets, the camp’s junior facilitators taught  daily malaria lessons 
using Malaria No More’s NightWatch curriculum. 
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GLOW & BE Peer Education Camps 

Malaria prevention and control was present at nearly 

all of Peace Corps Rwanda’s annual Girls Leading 

Our World (GLOW) and Boy’s Excelling (BE) 

camps. National Coordinators Virginia Burger and 

Arielle Mancuso travelled to two camps in the fall of 

2012 delivering lessons to some 120 students. By 

summer, PCVs had taken the idea and made it their 

own. Volunteers in the Cyangugu Region reached 61 

students at a BE Camp which featured games and 

activities from the Grassroot Soccer Skillz Malaria 

curriculum. In the East, PCVs distributed free nets 

and taught daily malaria lessons to nearly 100 partic-

ipants at Camp GLOW. Using Malaria No More’s 

NightWatch program, Rwandan adults and students 

discussed how nets can protect their future goals and 

dreams. “I learned malaria is caused by not sleeping 

under a mosquito net,” wrote one participant on her 

post-camp evaluation. “Before I came to GLOW I 

didn’t do it. Now, I have a net and I will.” 

Malaria & HIV/AIDS Radio Messaging 

Education Volunteer Joey Anchondo and Health 

Volunteer Claire Brosnihan partnered to pioneer 

Peace Corp Rwanda’s first youth radio program. 

Collaborating with the Imbuto Foundation and the 

Rusizi Youth Network, the two engaged more than 

100 students from the Rusizi and Nyamasheke Dis-

tricts to write and perform radio sketches, featuring 

skits, poems, and songs debunking common myths 

about HIV/AIDs and malaria. The first shows aired 

in September, and several more are in the works. 

“This project has galvanized area youth to share their 

knowledge of prevention and early treatment with 

others,” said Brosnihan. “The youth took an active 

role in producing all of the shows, and have gained 

new confidence in their ability to lead and mobilize 

others.” 

Teacher Capacity Building 

Wanting to do more with health, Education Volun-

teer Alex Whitcomb took time this September to   

reiterate to local teachers the many opportunities 

there are to incorporate healthy living into the school 

day. One dozen educators from Musanze’s Rulindo 

District attended a two-day teacher training           

organized by Whitcomb and other volunteers.       

Participants learned about all sorts of health topics, 

including  malaria. “We focused on malaria          

prevention and the role that the teachers 

can play in promoting behavior change in 

order to prevent malaria in our              

communities,” said Whitcomb.  “Teachers 

left the training empowered to teach       

lessons in their own classes and clubs.” 

 

 

Marie Claire Ishimwe, left, and Uledi Mbarimombazi, students of PCV 
Joey Anchondo at E.S. Bugarama, address listeners live on the air during 
a question and answer session about malaria and HIV/AIDS prevention.   

Education Volunteer Alex Whitcomb trains local teachers on how to 
better integrate lessons on healthy living into the school day.  
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FY13-14 is the time to build off the foundation set before us. It’s a year of big dreams and goals, and it will 

no doubt be a year of substantial involvement and impact.  Based on the program priorities set forth in May 

of 2013, and in line with the vision of STOMP Rwanda, the following goals and objectives have been es-

tablished. 

Goal: To increase the number of PCVs and their counterparts working in malaria by 20%, or to have at 

least 50 volunteers engaging as primary actors in malaria prevention and control. 

Objective 1.1: To deliver ongoing, quality Peace Corps sponsored malaria training: To provide every 

Peace Corps Trainee and Volunteer with a minimum of seven-hours of ongoing training in malaria        

prevention and control throughout their 27-months of service. 

Objective 1.2: To better share knowledge and resources for malaria activities: To make physical and 

digital resources more accessible to the entire Peace Corps Rwanda community through the use of         

Regional Malaria Kits, volunteer meetings, and the Internet. 

Objective 1.3: To build a robust and functional team of malaria prevention advocates and experts at 

Peace Corps Rwanda, making volunteer malaria prevention work a fun, empowering and            

meaningful experience: To develop and grow the STOMP Rwanda Team and its activities, focusing the 

efforts of 20-22 PCVs from every sector, region and training class. 

Next year, FY13-14, will no doubt be another year of expansion and growth. Just three months into the new 

program year, membership on the STOMP Rwanda Team continues to grow, with representatives from 

every volunteer training class, region and sector engaged. PCVs have already been provided with an      

updated Net Distribution Resource Packet, and two monthly updates complete with translated malaria pre-

vention lessons and/or activities. 

Malaria will be incorporated into all of Peace Corps Rwanda’s youth development camps. Additionally, six 

regional projects, such as the upcoming Malaria Bike Tour and the American Idol inspired Malaria Guma 

Guma, will mobilize more volunteer action than ever before. A Malaria EXPO, which will to bring together 

50 PCVS and their counterparts just prior to World Malaria Month, will also no doubt expand STOMP 

Rwanda’s reach. 

Students in Senior  Five  at Nyakigando Government School in Nyagatare District look at the pictures provided in the 
Malaria Kits in order to learn more about malaria prevention, net use and seeking treatment early. 
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THANK YOU PCVS 

THANK YOU PARTNERS 

Alex Whitcomb 

Amanda Highfield 

Arielle Mancuso 

Beth Braaksma 

Betsy Dewey 

Bola Green 

Brian Lee 

Cait Hughes 

Caitlin Smith 

Caitie Gibbons 

Christina Titus 

Claire Brosnihan 

Dametreea Carr 

Dan Kieselstein 

Darren Buterbaugh 

Donovan Wright 

Elizabeth Turner 

Gretchen Cain 

Hannah Norcini 

Ian Allen 

James Sayre 

Joey Anchondo 

John Braaksma 

Justin McDonald 

Kayla Britt 

Kim Sprout 

Lauren Wright 

Lindsay Lucas 

Luke Smith 

Matt Van Dis 

Miranda Hyslop-

Garza 

Morgan Reisch 

Nate Peterson 

Preetal Patel 

Robert Viglietta 

Sara Gual 

Sara Allen 

Sarah Olson 

Steve Levin 

Tamika Honeysucker 

Taylor Harveycutter 

Tim Presley 

Virginia Burger 

Zachary Wiberg 

Joesph Sebagabo, Supervisor of Community Health at Nyakigando 
Health Center, and Health Volunteer John Braaksma review the 
mosquito and malaria life cycles. 

Students at the Cyungugu Region’s BE Camp  play a game from 
Grassroot Soccer‘s Skillz  Malaria curriculum that teaches proper 
net use.  

Finalists in a school-wide poster competition, G.S. Nyakigado 
students show off their work at a PCV-organized Health Fair and 
5K Run.  
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APEGA Gahengeri 

CDC 

College ADEC Ruhanga 

College de Rushaki 

Cyabayaga Health Center 

E.S. Bisesero 

E.S. Bugarama 

E.S. Bumba 

E.S. Bungwe 

E.S. Kabilizi 

E.S. Muhazi 

E.S. Mulindi 

E.S. Munyinya 

E.S. Murunda 

E.S. Mushaka 

E.S. Ruramira 

E.S. St. Francois Shangi 

ETEL Masaka 

Gitovu Village Tea Shop 

Grassroot Soccer 

G.S. Bare 

G.S. Bisika 

G.S. Cyonyo 

G.S. Gatore 

G.S. Gishoma 

G.S. Gishore 

G.S. Jarama 

G.S. Kibangu 

G.S. Kibondo 

G.S. Kinihira 

G.S. Kirehe 

G.S. Kiruri 

G.S. Kumuka 

G.S. Mamba 

G.S. Mbuye 

G.S. Mukamira 

G.S. Musaka 

G.S. Musange 

G.S. Muzizi Rukara  

G.S. Ndekwe 

G.S. Nyakigando 

G.S. Nyamirama 

G.S. Rilima 

G.S. Rugoma 

G.S. Rurenge 

G.S. Rwankuba 

G.S. Rwatano 

G.S. St Marie Reine de Congo 

Nil 

G.S. Zaza 

G.S. Zaza A 

Gakoma Health Center 

Gashonga Sector 

Gashongora Health Center 

Gashora Girls Academy of 

Science and Technology 

Gitoki Health Center 

H.V.P. Gatagara 

Imbuto Foundation 

ISMG Muramba 

Jarama Health Center 

Kabarondo Health Center 

Kabere Health Center 

Katabagemu Sector 

Kayonza Modern School 

Kibondo Health Center 

Kirwa Health Center 

Lalela Project 

Lycee de Zaza 

Mary Queen School  Complex 

Malaria No More 

Mpanda VTC 

Mushaka Health Center 

Mutindeli Health Center 

Mutindeli S.S. 

Ndekway S.S. 

Nyagihanga Health Center 

Nyakaliro Health Center 

Nyakigando Health Center 

Nyange High School 

Nyarirama S.S. 

Peace Corps Rwanda 

PSI Rwanda 

PMI 

PEPFAR 

Remera Health Center 

Rusizi Youth Network 

Rusomo Health Center 

Rwanda Family Health Project 

Rwanda MOH 

Rwanda Youth Solution Or-

ganization 

Rwimbogo Sector 

SC Johnson and GBC  Health 

Sorwathe Tea Factory 

Team Rwanda Cycling 

TTC Cyahinda 

TTC Zaza 

USAID 

United States Peace Corps 

 

 

 

 

 


